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  35-65% Choice, Live Weight. . . . . . . . .
Nebraska Feeder Steers, 
  Med. & Large Frame, 550-600 lb.. . . . .
Nebraska Feeder Steers,
  Med. & Large Frame 750-800 lb. . . . . .
Choice Boxed Beef, 
  600-750 lb. Carcass. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Western Corn Belt Base Hog Price
  Carcass, Negotiated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Feeder Pigs, National Direct
  50 lbs, FOB.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Pork Carcass Cutout, 185 lb. Carcass,     
  51-52% Lean.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Slaughter Lambs, Ch. & Pr., Heavy,
  Wooled, South Dakota, Direct. . . . . . . .
National Carcass Lamb Cutout,





























 Daily Spot Prices
Wheat, No. 1, H.W.
  Imperial, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Corn, No. 2, Yellow
  Omaha, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Soybeans, No. 1, Yellow
  Omaha, bu. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Grain Sorghum, No. 2, Yellow
  Dorchester, cwt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oats, No. 2, Heavy

















Alfalfa, Large Square Bales, 
  Good to Premium, RFV 160-185
  Northeast Nebraska, ton. . . . . . . . . . . .
Alfalfa, Large Rounds, Good
  Platte Valley, ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Grass Hay, Large Rounds, Good
  Northeast Nebraska, ton. . . . . . . . . . . .
       *
       *
       *
135.00
85.00
       *
135.00
85.00
      *
* No market.
The average value of Nebraska farmland rose 23
percent over the past 12 months, the steepest annual
percentage gain ever recorded in the 30-year history of
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Nebraska Farm Real
Estate Market Survey (Figure 1 and Table 1).
Preliminary results place the state’s all-land average
value at $1,425 per acre as of February 1, 2008. This
gain, combined with the gains of the past four years, puts
the current all-land average value more than 88 percent
higher than the 2003 level. Today’s level represents a
new historical peak value, not only in nominal terms but
also in real (inflation-adjusted) terms — the previous
peak in inflation-adjusted dollars was in 1981, just prior
to a major asset devaluation during the farm-crisis years
of the mid-1980s. 
Strong crop commodity prices during 2007, even
prior to the recent run-up since the first of the year, sent
economic returns to cropland to record levels. That, and
market participants’ expectation of continued robust
earnings, contributed to spirited bidding on land. 
The underlying causes of this new plateau are fairly
obvious. Corn demand from the rapidly growing ethanol
industry in the state (Nebraska ranks #2 in production),
fueled prosperous returns across the corn producing areas
of the state. This, in combination with rising world
demand for essentially all Nebraska-grown comm-
odities, has created a phenomenal income effect across
the entire state. And true to economic logic, those
income signals get capitalized into agricultural land
values relatively quickly. 
Preliminary estimates from our 2008 survey show the
largest percentage gains in the Northeast Region (28%)
followed closely by the Southeast Region (26%). The 
smallest, albeit sizable, of the regional gains was
reported in the Northwest (15%), where the impact on
land values of commodity price surges have been more
recent. 
By type of land, value changes clearly reflect the
recent income patterns and economic opportunities. For
example, nontillable grazing land recorded the smallest
state-wide percentage gain for the year (12%), as the
cattle economy strains to adjust to higher feed costs.
The fact that the state’s cattle industry is effectively
using the distillers grains by-product from the ethanol
industry has partially mitigated the feed cost impact on
the fed-cattle component. Still, profits have all but
disappeared in the short-run. In the longer run, the
economic picture seems brighter.  The limited supply of
forages, as well as greater substitution of forages for
corn in the cattle feeding cycle may be part of the
market participants’ willingness to bid grazing land
values upward. 
Similarly, in regions where irrigation water
moratoriums on future drilling are already in place, the
value advances for the class of dryland cropland with
irrigation potential were modest, at best, over the past
12 months. In sharp contrast, this type of land
experienced substantial value advances in the North and
Northeast Regions of the state, where additional
irrigation development still is continuing without
restrictions. 
The 2008 cash rent levels for cropland have also
surged ahead (Table 2). Our preliminary survey estimates
for 2008 cash rental rates show increases generally in the
17 to 23 percent range over 2007 levels. And these
percentage increases were clearly evident for cropland
across the entire state. Just as with values, these cash rent
percentage increases were the largest annual increases
ever recorded by the UNL annual market survey. Highest
cash rent averages were reported for center pivot
irrigated cropland in the East and Northeast Regions,
where 2008 rents top $200 per acre. 
As for pasture, 2008 rates were also up over
previous-year levels — both on a per-acre rate and on a
cow-calf pair monthly basis. A relatively tight forage
condition seems to be the underlying factor. However, in
most areas of the state, the percentage increases for
pasture rates were below those recorded for cropland. 
   Bruce Johnson, (402) 472-1794
    Professor
 Dept. of Agricultural Economics
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
bjohnson2@unl.edu
Table 1.  Average Reported Value of Nebraska Farmland for Different Types of Land by Agricultural Statistics
    District, February 1, 2007 - February 1, 2008.a (Preliminary)
   Type of Land Agricultural Statistics District 
and Year Northwest North Northeast Central East Southwest South Southeast Statec
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Dollars Per Acre - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
























































































































































































































































 SOURCE: 2007 and 2008 UNL Nebraska Farm Real Estate Market Developments Surveys.a
 Value of pivot not included in per acre value.b
Weighted averagesc 
Table 2.  Reported Cash Rental Rates for Various Types of Nebraska Farmland by Agricultural Statistics District  
  for 2008 and Comparison with Year Earlier Levels.a (Preliminary)
Type of Land Agricultural Statistics District 
and Year Northwest North Northeast Central East Southwest South Southeast
                                         - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- Dollars Per Acre - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Dryland Cropland
       2008
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Center Pivot Irrigated Cropland
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                                                 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Dollars Per Month   - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -b
       2008


























 SOURCE: Reporters’ estimated average cash rental rates from the 2007 and 2008 UNL Nebraska Farm Real Estate Market Developments Surveys.a
 Insufficient number of reports.b
